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BRITISH OBSTETRICAL AND GYN!ECOLOGICAL PRACTICE: GYN]ECOLOGY.
Edited by A. W. Bourne, F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G. (Pp. xii + 891; illustrated. 105s.) London:
Heinemann Medical Books, 1958.
THE new edition of British Gyna!cological Practice has been eagerly awaited. There have been
improvements since the last edition and the book has been brought up to date. Most sections
are very well written, easy to read, and incorporate a vast amount of information. For a
reference book representative of British gynaecology it is felt that some minor improvements
could be made.
The chapter on the reproductive cycle is not up to the standard of the rest of the book
and could well be included with the chapter on the menstrual cycle and sex hormones to
avoid overlapping. The illustrations of the endometrial cycle could be improved and further
photomicrographs of ovarian histology would be an advantage, considering that many smaller
student's textbooks include many such illustrations of a very high standard.
The chapter on puberty could well be omitted and normal puberty included with the
menstrual cycle and menopause, and abnormal puberty absorbe.d into the excellent section
on disorders of menstruation. Little guide is given to the practitioner on the management of
distressing menopausal symptoms, and it is felt that some guide should be given about the
hygiene of menstruation.
The treatment of genital tuberculosis throughout Britain at the present day is almost
exclusively by anti-tuberculous drugs, supplemented in special circumstances by surgery, and
treatment by X-ray has been, or should be, abandoned. Details of the irradiation techniques
are given which seem unnecessary, as they do not represent current British gyna!cological
practice.
Considering the many new advances in the field of gyn2ecological endocrinology, it is dis-
appointing to find that little indication of hormone values is given in both normal and
pathological conditions, particularly functioning ovarian tumours and virilism.
A full account of the development of the genital tract is given and reference is made to the
important recent work on nuclear sex differences, but the sections on the development of the
urogenital sinus and external genitalia could be made clearer.
Apart from these minor criticisms, this book provides a very good account of present-day
gyniecological practice, and the sections on disorders of menstruation and diseases of the
cervix are among the best in the book.
It is to be hoped that subsequent editions will continue to improve and expand so that the
book will take its place as the standard reference book on gynicological practice in Britain.
W. G. M.
SURGERY OF THE SYMPATHETIC NERVOUS SYSTEM. By Professor Sir James
Paterson Ross, K.C.V.O., LL.D., M.S., F.R.C.S., F.R.A.C.S., F.A.C.S. Third Edition.
(Pp. xii + 170; figs. 51. 35s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1958.
THE first edition of this book in 1933 was written at a time when the surgery of the
sympathetic nervous system was in its infancy. A second editioni followed four years later:
perhaps too soon for a full evaluation of the results of operations.
The new edition gives a critical reassessment of the results of a long and wide experience
in this field of surgery. This has necessitated rewriting many of the chapters so that a clear
lead can be given to the surgeon, when and when not to operate.
The early chapters deal with the anatomy and physiology of the autonomic nervous system,
including much recent work on both subjects. The second half describes the pathological
processes leading to symptoms and signs in the peripheral vessels. Detailed methods of de-
termining preoperatively the likelv response to sympathectomy follow.
The text is written with remarkable clarity in simple English. This book is easy to read
and contains a wealth of information. It should be carefully studied by all those who operate
on the sympathetic nervous system. J. w. s. I.
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